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Klang set to see
improvement in
various aspects
as it prepares to
be declared a city
by year end >4
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Land surveyor
leaves job and
lets his creativity
flow by making
furniture from
driftwood >5
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Waterfall temple
to provide
rooms for
breastfeeding
mothers during
Thaipusam >7
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Today marks the 19th anniversary
of Federal Territory Day. The
restructured Federal Territories
Department has planned a year-long
celebration filled with people-centric
activities in Kuala Lumpur, Labuan
and Putrajaya, with unity and
development in mind. >2&3
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since the fiest celebration in 2004; and the
49th anniversary of the pstablishmenr of the
federal territories.

1o mark che anniversary, a host of curated
cvents and activides are being held in the
three rities throughout the month.

Rosida said the theme, “Wilayok
Perselutwan Lntuk Semua” (‘Tederal
Jersiloraes For Everyonu™) was in line wah
the departiaents aspiration 1o make the
three cities vetflece 4 community thart is unit-
icnd. understancing anc has a sense of belong

g,

She wanted the theme (o syrbulise logeth-
erness regardless ol race and religion, and
far che three cides to be the centre of a thriv-
ing national economy.

“Ihe theme is in line wicth the national
goal ol the Madani Malaysia concept, which
emphasises inclusion and equality Tor all.

I helieve the cheme will be able to stimu-
late a seose of belonging amony tie people
and fur them w work logether with usin
develnping sustainable and liveable merro-
politan cities,” she said.

In line with the Prime Minister's call o
aveid extravagant evenls, this years celebra-
tion will be a simple alfair with forus an the
welfare of the poor,

“Our objective is to spark a spirit of good
will and antegradon between the multiracial
ommunities.

“Among other things, we want ta build
and nuroare a sense of love and belonging
among e people for he city iey live in
encuyrage a helpful altilude through
invnlvement in community programmes;
and show appreciation for those who have
contributed positively to the well being of

Four giant Federal
Terntory llags
caver the facade
of Menara Seri
Wilayah, where
the Federal
Territories
Lepartment is
lacated,

MyGrocer@Wilayah
programme will be
held twice & month

Putrajaya and
Labuan, otfering
S%to 20%
discaunls on food

market rate.

others and the development ol their ser-
roundings," Rosida added,

Mass gomng-royong

The celehration kicked ol on Jan 15 with
the Raise rhe Tlag campaign, with 63,636
Tedleral Territory fiags displayed in various
lucaliuns in Kuala L uinpue (40,250), Mutrajaya
(13.866) and Labuan (9540).

“One of the main events this yesr will be
‘Mucang Mucang Se Wilayalv', o gotong roy
ong activity that will be held simultancously
inall 13 consttuencies on Feb 18 al 7.30am.

“This programme seill see penple ol all
races and religions coradng together for a
shared parpose. which is o create a liveable,
clean. healthy and safe civy for all” said
Rowicda.

“A ronducive environmenr that is free
from cliseases is a key aspect of a world-class
cily,

“Loval communities will be coped in
clean up Hond hatspats near residential
areas, while the local authorides will carTy
out fogging actvides as a dengue preventon
measure,” she saud.

In helping the pour, she said the depari-
raent looked into ways to help vulnerakle
groups cope with the high living costs,

“We have arranged o offer free People’s
Housing Project (PPR) and Puhlic Honsing
(PA) Nars 1o selected paor families and the
disabled." she said.

"We are also organising the MyGrocer@@
Wilayah prograrumne, a marketplace which
ollers food items such as chivken, fish, vege-
tables, eggs, flour, sugar, rice and cooking oil
at a subsidised rate, twice a week at 39 loca

{Right) The

al 39 locations in |
Kuala Lumpur, *

compared 1o the |

tions this mom.h

“In Pulrajaya and Labuan. the programime
will take place at the governmment fquarters 4y
well 45 selected grovery shops and supermar-
kess,

“For Kuala Lumpur, 2 swill be conducled
from grovery Irucks in stoategic locations (or
the targer groups,” she added.

Musical fountains

Tu buost lourist. Rosida said the depar-
ment had introdured free daily musical
water founsain shows at Iasik Putrajaya near
Putra Mosgue in Putrajaya: near jalon
KMeedeka and Toman Mutibbah o Lobuan;
KICC; Pavilion Kuala Lumpur and The
Garcens Kuala Lumpur, benween 2pra and
LWpra chroughout Fehruary.

“The River of Life and Blue Poul near
Kasjic Jamek will be decorated with yellms,
blue and red lights, the colours of “the Tederal
Terricory tlag.

News 3

Federal
Terrilory flags
being put up
along the
sidev/akk in
Putrjaya as part
of the ‘Raise
the Flag'
campaign in
conjunction
with FT Day

‘\ <% celebrations.

~In Pumrajava, the hridges and main budd
ings in Persiaran Perdana will be adorned
weith Testive lights ton” she said.

“I hope the peaple will take the opportuni-
¥ 0 g0 sightseeing at these sites wich cheir
farailies.” she added,

To enable haswvkers and peiy traders In
earn extra income this month. Rosida said
the department had prepared new oading
spaces at strategic locadons in the dwee cit-
ws.

The iniliative, she said, was in lioe seith the
Prime Minister's hope for the capital city to
be equipped with an organised, modern and
comfortable infrastructure and public facili-
ties 1o drive che livelihnor of the hasekers
and perry traders,

Kuala Lumpur City ITall and Labuan
Corporation are also organising blood dona-
tion drives, in collaburation with the Federal
Tervitories Health Department and Natinnal
Blood Cenre, to help replenish blood
DSCrVes.

By SHALINI RAVINDRAN
shaliniravindran/@thestar.com.my

WITH some hwn million peaple expeded

10 throng the Sri Subramaniar Swamy
“Temple in Batu Caves in Gombak, Selangor,
over the next few days in conjunctuon with
Thaipusam, Ihe lucal authorilies are tampiog
\ip preparations to cater to the crowd.

With the easing of Covicl- 19 rules, a bigger
crowd is expected ac che temple grounds juse
oy traders, o, will be making a return w the
festival.

Selayang Municipal Council (MPS) presi-
dent Datuk Mohd Yazid Saird said emphasis
would Le placed on waste management and
enfircement throughuul the (estival period.

The council has allocated RM130,000 to
manage waste and cleandiness around che
lcmple compound, he disclosed,

“Ihis is twice the amounl compared 1o
Previcus years, as wWe expect more waste sill
be generated this drne,

~We have appointed contractors specifical
1v 10 handle rubbish cullection” he said aller
chairing the lull hoard meeting vesterday.

Mohd Yazid said waste collection around
the temple would take place from keb 1 to
14

“Wie urge visitons 1 digpose of their seaste
responsibly and at designated sites,

~The stalls selling food and drinks are also
encouraged to place rubbish bags near their
stalls, svhich they can then Lie up to be

Selayang council’s focus on waste
management, enforcement for Thaipusam

picked up later,” he added.

Roll<on-roll-off bins will be placed in 10
lecadons with 240 litre mobile rubbish hins
pluced an 50 spots,

En 2004, it weas repovied thal MPS collecied
150 ronnes ol waste, which included milk
botdes used to fill up milk pots (paal kudam)
carried by devotees, plasde packaging and
broken coconut shells.

On enforeement. Mohd Yazid said its full
torce of 160 enforcement personnel would
he on duty over five days beginning keb 3,

"Only raders who have Lieen giver lempo-
vary licenve hy MPS will he allowed to nper-
ate at sperilic locarions ourside the temple
compound,

"Only vegelarian food is allowed wo be seld
and there is a stricd 'no alevhol’ rule,” he
saird, adding that MPS was wnrking with the
police and other agencies to enswre a smooth
and safe Thaipusam celebration.

The last lime taders were allowed 1o
operate durving the Fesrival was in early 2020,
just hefore the starc of the panderic and the
subseguent lockdowms.

Thuip will e velet
in Malaysia nn Feb 5.

d by Hindus

A big crowd at Batu Caves last weekend ahead of lhanpusam an r-eb 5 - SS KANESANI
The Star
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Aspiring to be a united,
progressive community

Scaled-down Federal Territory Day celebrations this year
aim to spark spirit of goodwill and integration

By VIJENTHI NAIR
vijenthi@thestar.com.my

ALTHOUGH the Federal Terviluries no
Innger have a ministry. the restructured
Tederal Territories Department remains
cenunitted to ensuring the progress and
well-ieing ol ils residents,

Trs director-general Datuk Rosida Jaafar, in
giving the assurance. saicl as an agency
undler the Prime Minister's Department. all
mallers pertaining 1o Kuala Lumpur,
Putrajaya and Tabuan wnuld now come
directly under the purview of Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anvar rahim,

Rosidi, who was scoretacy-genero) i the

FT Day celebration line-up of events

Date Event Venue KL | Putrajaya Labuan
Jun 3 | FT Duy Tik Tok Challungy = v v v
Feb 28
Jan 15 | Raise the Flag campaign Various locationz v v v
Feb 28
Feh 1 Confesing af honours Istana Neqarsa v
1-28 Entrepreneurship Stadium Bola Sepak, v

programme Cheras
1 Comununity, 1 Recyele DBKL PPR/PA! v
prograanme
PPTGWP” Cpen Nay Rumah Pemselatuan v
tusical fourtain and > KLOCU Lake v
light display = Pavilion KL v
= The Gardens KL v
= River ol Ufe, KL v
= Tasik Pulrajays v
> Jalan eardeks v
reundabout, Labuan
»Taman kuhibbah, Labuan
2 Prayors All inasgues and sutan v v v
Blood danation Menan DEKL v
3 eligious discourse All mosques and surau v v v
34 Cur Communty, Our Kompleks Kejiranan, v
Showeose programme Precing 16
35 Entrepeenaurship Medan Selers Labuan v
1012, | programme carpark and
17-19 & | FT Cay Sale Pantai Layang layangan,
24-26 Labuan
4-5 MyGrocer@WWilayah Varaus locations v v v
101,
18 &
24-28
5 Fishing progranmme Turnan Tasik Arsyang Hilir v
10 FT Day 13lamic Forum Masgjid Tueanku Mizan v
Zainal Abidin
112 GFNYZEKL Cyuling Marathorn | Dularan Bordess v
8 Mucang-MUCang Se Vanous locations v v v
Wilaysh
24 26 Kuda Merah Muay Thai Stadiurm TRiswangsy v
Challenye
2576 Me and MyCity programime Dataran blerdexs v
25 Spanco Cup Futsal Mokhzas Dahari Futsal v
Championship (civil Court, Precinet 18
servants and agenvies)
7?5 Bload danation U1C Labuan v
26 FT Cay Run 2023 River of Life v
27 Baiti JannatiZiviayah v
Persekutuan programms
(handover of free house
for the paor)
28 Back-Aa-school sid Kampung Bany v
distriluman

Netes: < Mecple’s Mousing (Project and Fublic Housing Flats
2 adars! 1eentones Lineetor of Lands and Mnaes Office
* Gran Fondo New: York

Source: Feders! Texntories Gepartrent

former Tederal Territories ministry, said the
department would contnue leading the
three federal wreiluries wands sustiunable
physical, economic, sovial and envivonmen-
1al develnpment.

This would be cartied out through inclu-
sive strategic cooperation in ensuring the
progeess und well-briog of the city dwelless,
she added.

In conjunction with Tederal Tertitory Day
today. the department has outlined its fune
tiens. plans for die month-long celebration
as well s its visinn for Kuala Lumpur,
Putrajaya and Lahuan.

Through the deparument's Strategic Plan
2021 2025, Rosida, in a statemene soid 78
prograrmumes and activities under eight core
local aveas had been outlined.

The eight areas are cleanliness, public
safecy, cfficient transport system. sustainable
Secio-ceonomy. green environment, inclusive
lD!“IIIlIl\ily. sustainahbe land use planning
andd management as well as governance and
organisational capacicy.

1he department’s vision and mission. said
Rosida, was 1o be progressive and prosper-
nus, and rhey would continue to build npon
the worlk of the rinisay.

Policy reviews

Without giving derails, Rosida said several
legacy policies of the mini.s&gjvm\ud be
reviewed, namely on affordable housing,
maintenance (und, redevelopment of Kuala
Taimpur, young entrepreneurs initiative, Iree
trade zone and biodegradability pro-
grammes.,

The depaciment, she said, would also pri-
urilise sivengithening the sovial safely nel for
tederal territariey” residents,

~Some of the indtiatives that we will push
for include cxpanding the five Mygwilayvah
programmes — MyGrucer! MyFoud!
Myhedic! MySchonlRus' MyJoh — and
Jualan Rakyar', while increasing ettores to
solve homelessness, eradicate hardeore
puverty and provide free public ransporta-
tion.

“The department weill also monitor the
rederal ‘Territories Residents Representative
Council and Stale Devclopment Action
Counil, as seell a5 matiens involving sports,
land, horder and water sonrce manage-
ment,” she said.

Rosida aleo listed out other areas under
the department jurisdiction. namely disas-
ter management, which included mnhiliss-
tion of the state and district clisaster comumit-
tee. chairing the state security commitee
and facilitating (loud and landslide miliga-
tion plans.

“Other responsibilities are managing rhe
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Rosida: We want te build and nurture a
sense of love and belonging among the
people for the city they live in,

Tederal Territnry Day celehration mciuding
L.lll? conferring of awards, honours ancl med
$

“We are also in charge of implemenling
development projerts related to River of Life,
smare city, safe city, green city, Kampung
Barw, Labuan bridge and Putrajaya rail,
among nlhers” she added.

Over and above these duties, the Federal
Territories Department will function similar
to a local authority,

Rosida soid i swould look al increasing
public and recreational parks. ladlitale car-
hon-Tree and climare change initiatives as
well as managing solid waste, general clean
ing and urban fanuing.

“we svill also svork on the prepacation of
the dralts fnr the structure and loral plans
for Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya and Labuan,”
she elaborated.

FT for Everyone

Tecteral Territory Day is to commemorate
the declaration of Kuala Lumpur (¥eb 1.
1474). Labuan (April 16. 1984) and Putrajaya
{Feb 1. 2001) as federal tleratories.

This year marks the 18th anniversary

The Labuan Port is one of the landmarks in Labuan.



